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CLASSIFICATION EXCEPTION AREA (CEA) 

EXHIBIT D 

1 Background Information 
This Classification Exception Area (CEA) is being established for the area of concern 
designated as AOC-19: Former Quality Control Laboratory (QC Lab or Site) associated 
with the Hess Corporation Former Port Reading Complex (HC-PR).  The former QC Lab 
is located on Block 664.01 and Lot 1.01 (835 West Avenue, Port Reading, Middlesex 
County, New Jersey).   
 
The QC Lab was demolished in 2015 and included the decommissioning of four (4) 
underground storage tanks (USTs).  The USTs served the Lab as the endpoint of waste 
petroleum products that were tested and evaluated within the building.  Following 
decommissioning and removal, soil samples were collected.  The analyses identified soil 
impacts attributable to historic releases from the USTs.  In 2016, all impacted soil was 
excavated from the AOC and post remediation groundwater sampling confirmed that soil 
remediation to address impacts attributable to the historic UST release was effective.   
 
This CEA is being established to address low level groundwater arsenic impacts, 
unrelated to the historic UST release.  No significant arsenic soil impacts were detected 
during investigation activities.  Once the CEA is established and the Remedial Action 
Permit (RAP) is approved, the Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) will issue 
a Limited Restricted Use Response Action Outcome to close out the AOC. 
 

2 Fate and Transport – CEA Longevity 
The proposed duration of the CEA is indeterminate.  As specified in the CEA form instructions, 

indeterminate is an acceptable duration when metals are the only contaminant of concern. 

3 Horizontal and Vertical Extent of CEA 
The horizontal extent of the CEA is approximately 12,700 square feet. Groundwater direction 

generally flows in the east, southeast direction. The QC lab parcel is being investigated 

concurrently with the entire Port Reading complex (located directly to the east). As part of the 

investigation and remediation of the remaining Port Reading AOCs, a CEA will ultimately be 

established for the Port Reading complex also. Therefore, even though the boundaries of the QC 

Lab CEA are not defined to the east, the CEA is still protective since a CEA will also be established 

to address the remaining Site AOCs located adjacent to the QC lab parcel. The vertical depth of 

the CEA has been assumed to be confined to the shallow groundwater table, approximately 15 

feet below grade. 

 



4 Monitored Natural Attenuation (MNA) 
Monitored natural attenuation (MNA) is the remedial action selected to address arsenic impacts 

at the Site. MNA refers to the reliance on natural attenuation processes to achieve the applicable 

ground water remediation standard.  Natural attenuation processes include a variety of physical, 

chemical, or biological processes that, under favorable conditions, act without human intervention 

to reduce the mass, toxicity, mobility, volume, or concentration of contaminants in ground water. 

These processes include biodegradation, dispersion, dilution, sorption, volatilization, and 

chemical or biological stabilization, transformation, or destruction of contaminants.  

MNA is the appropriate remedy to address the groundwater impacts associated with this Site for 

the following reasons: 

 Soil remediation was completed at the Site which effectively removed all source impacted 

soils; 

 No significant arsenic soil impacts were identified during investigation activities; 

 

5 Monitoring Schedule 
Groundwater at the site is impacted with low levels of arsenic.  Groundwater sampling of the QC 

lab wells will be conducted on an annual basis for arsenic analysis. 

 




